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HE diſturbed. ſtate of —_ mind e by 
thoſe uncharitable pamphlets, : whereunto I al- 


8 1 in my advertiſements thereon, did hitherto pre- 
vent my mentioning ſome other matters, wherein my 
character ſeems to be concerned. The love of letters 
and poetry has been long an hereditary inheritance in 
my family, nor can my enemies without the utmoſt 
ſpite and malice detract therefrom; albeit I mention 
ed Dryden, I ſhould alſo have mentioned my anceſ- 
tor the Honourable. Mr. Edward Howard, ſo noted 


in the reign of King Charles II. for his poetical ta- 


lents, there was alſo a further likeneſs between us, 
as he happened to incur the diabolical malevolence 
of ſome profligate buffooniſh ſacerers, encouraged 
at court in that reign, than whom there cannot be a 
greater curſe to any community, notwithſtanding 
which his excellent play of the Britiſh Princes, is ad- 
mired by every body who now reads it, as much as 


it was at firſt, and the ſpiteful verſes wrote to ridi- 


cule it and its author, only ſerve to make it be the 
more taken notice of, and the ſelf- ſame thing will 
happen in regard to my Almeyda, as has already been 
the caſe. with Sir Richard Blackmore's poem on the 


Creation, which is more known now by the notice ta- 


ken of it in the bathos, or baking, of Poet, by Mr. 


e than any thing elſe. 


Ir is a great comfort for me to dhigk, that not 
. one of my. clients i in five and ery ve wn | 
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an attorney, Which they otherwiſe, muſt have found. 
out in ſo long a time, can geproach me with having 
neglected their buſineſs in any caſe herein I gs 
employed, this was owing to a ne Dean Swift's 
to me, when I was at ſchool with Doctor Sheridan, 
than whom a better ſchoolmaſter was not, he having 
given me as a ſchool exerciſe to perform, to turn in- 
to Engliſh one of Hoce's odes, -which Fever ſince 
carry in my pocket with me, now the Dean reading 
it did admire it ſo much, that he ſaid I would ſtarve 
in a garret, thereby intimating that I would be a Wit, 
which is generally the caſe with them, they ſeldom 
having any other property as L. Cheſtfield nely ob- 
ſerveth, Gr this was always the Dean's way to deal 
much in irony, and pay compliments therein, for my 
part, I do not ſo much approve of that ſort of writing 
as it often deceives one, I therefore whenever I uſe it, 
which is but ſeldom, always do mark it in Malics, that 
thereader may not be deceived thereby, but know what 
he is about.— However, the ſaying of the Dean made 


7 


uch an impreſſion on me, that I was reſolved to mind 


bufineſs.as well as book learning and poetry, and 
once did bind myſelf up by an'oath-not to write any 
verſes for two years, unto which T aſcribe that for- 
tune in a great meaſure, with which providence has 
bleſſed me I being now worth in lands, houſes, and 
ready money, which I lend to Mr. Birch, and other 
good citizens, above 60,000]. I did indeed once burn 
a play, becauſe I thought it interfered with my vo- 
cation, and I have now given poſitive directions, by 
a codicit annexed unto my will, to have my Siege of 
Tamar, and the Female Gameſters burnt after my de- 
ceaſe, and 1 would aſſo commit Almeyda to the flames, 
but that it is already printed; fo the publicmay per- 
ceive what a treaſure they will loſe by the treatment! 
have zeceived.—So afriid am I of 1ofing time, that 


always have a cyphering ſlate with a ſtone pencil, to 
put down any thoughts which may dccur in the night | 


time, and to this Ido verily impute moſt of my fine 
thoughts, which adorn my poetry.—l alſo riſe at 4 
EI | 5 Þ 5 oO eclock, 


* 
. 
7 


to read prayers at 8 o'clock exactly, whereby all. 
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o'clock, ſummer and winter, and always keep the 
_ greateſt regularity in my family, ſunday being alone, 
the day when L give entertainments; but to prevent 
exceſs in wine drigking, which 
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extravagance is prevented. By commenting on this 


abominable cuſtom of drinking, I did much harm un- 


to myſelf in the year 1753 for in an excellent pam- 


phlet I then wrote in defence of Government, I took 


notice how that our patriots did drink to exceſs at the 


houſe of the late Lord Shannon, ho did make them 


then promiſe to ſtick to him, which was not fair; he 


was ſo provoked at the ſeverity of my ſatire therein, . 


that he did complain to the Duke of Dorſet, and on 
making his terms did inſiſt that I ſhould not have an 
addition of 200l. a year, which was then promiſed 


me for my excellent tract on the Hereditary Re- 


venue z this loſs was never made up to me by Govern- 


ment, although it is nigh twenty years ago, and in 
that time, computing principal and intereſt, it would 
have amounted to no ſmall ym; nor have Iat pre- 
ſent above ſeven or eight hundred pounds ayear under 
the crown, I therefore ſubmit it to the public, whe- 
ther I have not been treated in a moſt ungrateful 


manner, and in a way that will for the future diſ- 


I my hurry, {own I did forget to mention ſome- 


thereby prevent his receiving the preiniums (as by 
a rule, no perſon, who is a member can receive 
them) which he gets by my aſſiſtance chiefly for his 


courage men of genius to defend their meaſures. 


thing more on the ſubject of Sir James Caldwell, who 


is faid in that cruel poem, to want to be made a Lord 
of which I do not believe, becauſe I know Sir James 
is not deſirous of ſuch honours, for he refuled ta 


become one of the Dublin Society, becauſe it would 


eſtabliſhing AriARIES for the encouraging of the 


_rearing-of bees, and making his tenant plants ſweet 
| herbs for them; and not keep any beehives thern- | 


ſelves, "which may occaſion a new branch of com- 
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always have. either Doctor Clarke or Doctor Burrows, 
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it 6 Th 2 8 
mere, by 8 exporting of rey. Sir e 158 
laſt winter, when he found people fo p . 
againſt the buying his pamphlets in defe 


in his pockets, and not only read them after dinner 
but hkewiſe make the company buy them, and did 


allo ſend them to all the lords and commons of Great 


Britain for nothing; to ſhew His zeal. The like has 
indeed befallen myſelf, when I have wrote for the 


cigwn, of which I have been informed that Faulk- 
ner hath taken advantage, by ſaying he had loft by 
- priating for me, he alſo ſaying by way of a joke that 


the very ſnuff-men would not be the purchaſers of 
Mr. Howard's writing, but it is plain that the public, 


are pleaſed with my productions by their buying up 
my CaxDID APPEAL fo greedily, it having already 
gone thro' two editions, and à third is-now come 
out which has made me write this Poſtſcript, the 


a - prejudices: being againſt Government, and not my 
writings, which is ſome ſatisfaction to me. For 


when I wrote my queries, which were firſt publiſhed | 


in Hoey's papef, againſt C. Hellen's pamphlet on 
Poyning's Law, whereby I explained the conſtituti- 
on, by aſking ſo many queſtions in the Socratic way, 
which no man did, or could anſwer, they being at- 
- terwards printed in a ſeparate tract, not one of them 


was ever bought, to the great detriment to the book- 
- ſeller, who undertook to print them, and to my own 


vexation thereat. Yet I received as fine a compli- 
ment thereon, as ever was penned, by an Epigram 


containing a claſſical thought finely fitted to the 


thing and likewiſe the name. —It was, 5 
| To Gorces Epmond How ARD Eſq; 


As ſome men, now envy the reſt we enjoy, _ 
And Hellen would fire our fam'd city, 15 . 


' Your reaſons fo ſtrong have extinguiſhed the . = 2M 
"Like ALMEYDA, your Qugrzes, will add to your ſame. | 

"WHEN. Sophocles: was ſaid not tobe compos mentis he | 
erde a N in : the court of e, that be Þþ 
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ig their Fou -Cour a ts which 3 dt” | 
-. 3 ez and got a decree for his coſts, now tio "a Y 
ppi chis ! could at this preſent do the ſame, but Id-P o/ 
I not think there is any neceſſity, as I have withdrawn. 
my advertiſement for being candidate for the city e 
they make a joke of .my--laying I build houſes to a 
dorn the city; now on the word of an honeſt man, 
chat was my ſole motive for building them, tho ſome 
accidental profit of 1000l. per annum, or thereabouts, 2 
has accrued- therefrom; nor had any a better right 
to ſucceed to Doctor Lucas than myſelf, J havilgngg 
| -faved-his life in Lucas's Coffee Houſe, when he 
* quatrelled with ſome gentleman on Mr. Sheridan's 
| account. where he would otherwiſe have been killed. 
II have often told the ſtory, before, alſo every thing 1 
have now wrote, e who was ſo proper to ſuc- _ 
_ ceed him as he who faved his life, this would be af= 
ter the manner of the antient Romans, who rewarded _ 
him, WhO ſaved the life of a Roman citizen wita 
civic crown which to make it agree with modern man- 
ners may juſtly be termed a ſeatin parliament : hope 
the ublic will pardon me, for this ſecond treſpaſſing 
on their patience. I ſhall fay no more but retire to 8 = ; 24 
books and philoſophy, which Cicero, ſaid he found to 5 
be his only comfort in all his misfortunes.— but, 1 
ſhould not forget Faulkner's impudence by his ſaying I 
pn that he would have been reconciled unto me; but could = 4 
not afford it, becauſe I took up his paper formerly in 
writing, and never payed him for it, now it was by 
my countenancing him, that I. brought his jou, 
into its preſent repute, that great ruffian Todd 9 * 75 5 bo 
ſays that I uſed to ſtuff my pockets with his »ncle's pa» - 
= from the ſhop without payment, now I ſolemn 7 0 
_ ty deny my having ever done ſo, but when my Won 
NY writings were therein, to which I think every author 
13 "entitled, I having at all other times bout 
them from the newſboys, this being my cuſtom with 
che Mercury al6.—this with my advertiſements 
| which I paid for inſerting in'Saundetx's and the Free- cl 
't 5 5 rather W wi ay Ls . TR + there 95 54 
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-_  wiltfhew that my character for. poetry, law, and“ 
ne tracts have been as yet . es wee 
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AS ſeveral "molt INC PRs, p07 been: 
- Z A publiſhed of late, with a mapiteſt view to 1njurg; | 
me in the opinion of ſociety, without the leaſt Provoean 
tion, I ſhall make no other anſwer. but theſe,. that 
E- Thave been an attorney theſe five an thirty. years, and! 
rever had law litigation with any man, vor my an- 

duct | queſtioned 1 in the Courts; that 81 was Agent and 

receĩver for many years. to ſeveralfeſtates, And never 
g9etahbeneficial Kale, nor made apy purchaſe from any 
PS 1 of my employers. nor did J ever get any; leaſe, Noe 
one of, three or four ſmall. ; whjch.was at the 
inſtance of my emplay yer, and fo which paid a füll 
5 and aniple value as {ertled 0 7 e =" hae 
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"8 pÞ yers nor any gratuity ſor *. — from tenanta 
but often paid their rents before 1. received n ; 
that I never let a man call aſecc | time-to-me (to my: - 

- remembrance) for the contents of 4 — men 
indebted to tradeſmen, nor l Ae . 
1 never 1 air A line 1 the 
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